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"Touching and courageous...All of it--the man, the life, the book--is rare and

beautiful."COSMOPOLITANDAYS OF GRACE is an inspiring memoir of a remarkable man who was

the true embodiment of courage, elegance, and the spirit to fight: Arthur Ashe--tennis champion,

social activist, and person with AIDS. Frank, revealing, touching--DAYS OF GRACE is the story of a

man felled to soon. It remains as his legacy to us all....AN ALTERNATE SELECTION OF THE

BOOK-OF-THE-MONTH CLUB
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I cannot remember the last time I started reading a book and enjoying it as much as I did, and then

half way through the book I could barely continue on. Arthur Ashe did this to me in his

autobiography. What happened really, I couldn't say, but I was all praise and looked forward to

reading more and more, and then I couldn't wait to be done. Strange indeed.The book started off

great. Ashe gave us some insight into his world and into various aspects of his life that is not well

known. He talked about his days as the captain of the American Davis Cup team, which was

enlightening and revealing. He tells the intimate details of how, why and what happened when he

discovered, as well as was discovered, to have aids. The opening chapter had me gripped to the

seat as I was drawn in from the first few words. Amidst all this was Ashe's eloquence and ability to

calmly and eloquently tell his story and impart who he was at the same time.But then it became droll

and boring. Ashe started talking about day to day stuff and imparting common conversations,

thoughts and actions with too much importance. He would talk about going for a walk, or a talk he



had with his daughter. He devoted several chapters to talking about various issues that didn't have

anything to do with him but was more of a long winded explanation to help clarify a one sentence

thought that he had. For example, he talked for almost a whole chapter about the likelihood of gay

and lesbian athletes in various sports. Finally, as much as this seems touching, the letter at the end

to his daughter sealed the deal and made this a mostly boring biography to read.What we didn't see

was his struggle with racism and segregation as he grew up in those troubled times of America.
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